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China’s Trade Expansion Across
— Latin America and Caribbean

In 2000, the United States was the main trade partner of countries across the Western
Hemisphere. However, China soon became the largest trading partner of most regional

countries, especially in South America, after joining the World Trade Organization in 2001
and expanding commerce with the region.
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China Has Been Central & South America’s
Largest Trading Partner Since 2020
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FIGURE 4: CHINA'S SHARE OF LAC EXPORTS, BY TECHNOLOGY LEVEL
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Source: Author calculations using UN COMTRADE data. Technology level classifications are based on Lall (2000). China includes Hong Kong and Macao.
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Regional Distribution of China’s Outward Direct Investment (ODI) in 2023
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Irce: Statistical Communique on China's OFDI in 2023



China FDI in “new infrastructure” industries in
Latin America and the Caribbean, 2003-2022

VALUE OF NEW INFRASTRUCTURE DEALS (AS % OF TOTAL ANNUAL CHINA FDI IN LAC)
80%
70%

60%

. China EDI

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

B Electric Vehicles | High-End Manufacturing [l ICT [ Renewable Energy
B Urban Infrastructure



NOvember 2024 * Asian Pacific Economic Cooperation

Summit, 10-16 November, Peru

e G20 18-19 November, Brazil

* Inauguration of mega-port Chancay by
president Xi Jinping
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China’s investment in Chancay Port shortens 9 toeing

- - - . A (‘h : :
shipping time from China to South America to B
23 days
The old route takes over 45 days, going through the U.S. and Panama
<
CHANCAY
!Los Angeles
Shanghai-‘-----—--------------- < .
e s« Manzanillo
~ a0 . \
L 4y,
s P N Panama Canal
"""" "~ ~ caffncay Port
------ i

Chancay haven ameuweh foéenische& LI Y 2



'*!

Fe

LatiinsAmerika en de VS

Classified as Internal | Intern



NIl 2 0 Gkt W -~

Economist

FUYLI Dy, DUDINEDD T wWULIVRL IV 11C &

Americ

QUARTERLY The Americas | Regime change, again

WAGAZNE -+ COUNTRES - ELECTIONS - US.POLCY  CORRUPTIONIDEX  EVENTS War looms in Venezuela as
Trump tests an “Americas
U:S. POLICY * First” doctrine
Did Bi
Offer

BY FERNANDA

Weekly edition The world in brief War in the Middle East War in Ukraine United States World Ahead

A gathering armada risks repeating the mistakes of the “war on
terror”

APEP suffers
region’s biggt
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Latin America: in the midst of a global hegemonic
dispute
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relations between the EU and the LAC countries have lost
Intensity and relevance. HRYPBorrellhimself pointed out
that, while the US has kept a steady engagement in the LAC
region, and China overtook the EU as Latin America's
second most important trading partner, the attention paid

by the EU towards LAC countries is not proportionate to the
region's importance. As aresult,HR/VVPBorrellobserved a
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Source: EU 2023 EUROPEAN
(https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/20 PARLIAMENT

23/749791/EPRS_BRI(2023)749791 EN.pdf


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/749791/EPRS_BRI(2023)749791_EN.pdf#:~:text=The%20EU%20is%20the%20largest%20provider%20of%20development,Europe%20financial%20instrument%20for%20cooperation%20with%20LAC%20countries.
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/749791/EPRS_BRI(2023)749791_EN.pdf#:~:text=The%20EU%20is%20the%20largest%20provider%20of%20development,Europe%20financial%20instrument%20for%20cooperation%20with%20LAC%20countries.
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CONFIRMATION I cov ;. B “NFIRMATION

COMMISSIONER-DESIGNATE

MAROS SEFCOVIE

COMMISSIONER FOR TRADE AND ECONOMIC SECURITY;
INTERINSTITUTIONAL RELATIONS AND TRANSPARENCY

"For decades, we have been the number one
trading partner with Latin America, now
everywhere else it's China."
~¢| Fwall Y2 RH
EU Commissioner for Trade and Economic Security
4 November 2024
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Figure 1 — Latin America's main trade partners in 2007 and 2023 (€ billion)

2007 2023
€ billion € billion
0 200 400 600 800 1000 0 200 400 600 800 1000
United States [N United States |
EU-27 I China |
China [N EU-27
Japan |l Japan |
South Korea || South Korea |l
Canada | Canada i
Mexico || India i
‘ufenezue:-la | m Exports Mexico [l W Exports
Chile || Chile |
Colombia || = Imports Colombia || W Imports

Datasource: IMF.

71 YUalWlEel YGUcUWA¢I GR¢cOGNWUqW7I RINRUNWHhI9G6RUCE Bt WRI
f O GIRAC qRY Ut Wn Y| Eepdddi2orse | YGIJec UWOURY Uk tOLW



Latin American trade winds: up with U.S. and
China, down with Europe

LATIN AMERICAN TRADE VALUE (EXPORTS AND IMPORTS)
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V Eerste Januari 2012
EUCELAC V Geensummit tussen 20152023

summit V (XiJinping bezocht LA 6 keer tussen 2013 en 2024,
meer dan Obama,Trumpen Biden bij elkaar)
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A Handelsunie

M ercosur A 26 March 1991: Treaty of Asuncién

A Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay




Mercosur In numbers
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US$824.000.000 50 10:533.000
Infrastructure Projects financed by International Cooperation Projects executed Young people aged 15-17
MERCOSUR
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MERCOSUHRU

A EU-steun vanaf het begin: personeel,
technische ondersteuning en financiéle
middelen
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A In lijn met de geopolitieke belangen van de EU
op de lange termijn

OSUR
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MERC A Juni 2019:
EU-Mercosur Free Trade Agreement

A 780 miljoen mensen
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A Verzet

EU:protectionisme (m.n. Frankrijk)
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A 08.10.2025European Parliament lawmakers vote against the

dealonzekef

A 27.10.2025EU eyes final signing of Mercosur deal before Christmas

= e Latest Europe World EUPolicy Business Travel Next Culture Green Heal | EUROPE ~ POLI I I‘ O

(A > Business > Economy

European Parliament lawmakers vote ] o
against the Mercosur deal EU eyes final signing of

Mercosur deal before
Christmas

Commission chief Ursula von der Leyen would jet into Brazil to ink the long-
awaited accord on Dec. 20 — as long as EU capitals give the green light.
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Documenting the global
struggles of defenders
protecting land and
environmental rights

September 2026

Global
Witness
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DEFENDERS WERE KILLED
LAST YEAR

Source: globalwitness.org
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2024 key f i nd in gs Killings and disappearances by country

48

At least

defenders killed or disappeared in 2024
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Global Witness documents killings and disappearances where there is a reasonable and suspected link to an individual’s activism in defence of the
land or the environment. We include individuals who work in any capacity to protect rights linked to the exploitation of land or the environment as
well as tangential attacks against families, community members or others caught up in violent attacks.
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Russian Federation —

Tarkiye —
Cambodia —

Cam

Philippines o
Honduras o
Incdonesia o
Venezuela —

India —

*Democratic Republic of Congo.
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KILLINGS BY COUNTRY 2023

6% Afrodescendant

Almost
1/2

of defender killings
in 2023 were of

Afrodescendant or

Indigenous Peoples

Inheems verzet

43% Indigenous Peoples
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Killings and disappearances
by industry driver

33% Indigenous
29 Peoples

Around 1/3
of defenders killed
or disappeared
in 2024 were

Indigenous or

: 1%
Afro-descendant SREEr . ocendant

2
2
3
°
-
®
E
-
2
0
©
«
¢

Mining & Extractives

Logging ®

Poaching —
Other O

Hydropower -

Agribusiness »
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Berta Caceres in
Honduras

A Lencainheemse groep
A ProyectoHidroeléctrico /b D 2arcaid
A Goldman-prijs 2015

A Vermoordop 3.3.2016
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A EEN ILLEGALE MIJNWERKING IN
HET INHEEMSE YANOMAMI
GEBIED, BRAZILJ2023. ALAN
CHAVES/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES




lllegalegoudwinnindpij de KayapdBrazilig
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